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WARNING
But I hope that no Indian will henceforth go to the Registration
Office to take out certificates under the law.
MUNICIPAL BILL
The draft Municipal [Consolidation] Bill published in the Gazette
confers the following powers on municipalities.
1.    To lay out Locations for Asiatics, and to transfer them from
one site to another as may be deemed fit.   In case of such transfer,
compensation must be paid for losses on account of buildings.
2.    Municipalities may refuse to grant any licence which it is within
their power to grant.    If a licence is refused, the applicant shall be
entitled to appeal to a magistrate.    Licences can be withheld if the
premises are unsatisfactory or the applicant has been previously convicted
[three times within the three years immediately preceding his application].1
3.    It will be entirely within the discretion of a municipality to
grant or refuse a licence to a hawker.   In the event of refusal, there
shall be no appeal against the decision of the municipality.   This means
that hawkers will be at the mercy of the municipalities.
4.    If this Bill is approved, it will mean the complete elimination
of Indians from the Transvaal.    The Association intends to make a
representation on this question.    I hope to give a translation of the
petition next week.2
ASSAULT ON ESSOP MIA
At 2 P.M. on Sunday, Mr. Essop Mia, Chairman of the British
Indian Association, was proceeding to the Location to attend a dinner
party when a Pathan struck him on the back with a heavy stick. He
turned round and was hit on the face, the blow breaking the bridge
of the nose. Blood gushed out. Mr. Essop Mia became unconscious
and fell down. Mr. Moosa Ebrahim Patel and Mr. Cachalia tried
to seize the Pathan, the former receiving injuries in the attempt. Mean-
while, Mr. Essop Mia got on his feet and took hold of the assailant.
Mr. Camay happened to come [on the scene] and whistled for the police,
, who rushed to the spot and arrested the assailant. The other Pathans,
who had struggled free, ran away.
Mr. Essop Mia was in severe pain. He was bleeding. Nevertheless,
he went straight to the Police Station and then to Dr. Gilchrist. The
doctor bandaged him. The nasal bone has been set, and it is expected
that the setting will be successful. The injury on the back, too, is severe.
The front teeth are shaky, but there is no reason to fear loss of the teeth.
1 From the text of the Bill in Indian Opinion, 23-5-1908
2 This does not appear to have been done.